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Covest  aperations  have
dominatod  CLY  activities
throu;hout most of its 29-
vear hidtury ot the expense
of its intended role of intel-
ligzeuce collection and analy-
sis: according to a Senate in-
tellizence committee  staff
report. ’ .

The emmphbasis on covert
operations, euncouraged by
L.S. Presidents, resulted in
extreme secrecy that al-
lowed such abuses as assas-
sination plots against tor-
eizn leaders and drug: tests
on unsuspecting ‘human
_ guinea pigs to occur, the re.
» port added.
i+ The 107-page report enti-
i tied “History of the Central
. Intelligence Nzency” was re-
| Icased yesterday as one of
i the last in o series of vol
!
i
|
|

umes issned hy the intelli-
gence comin:tiee.
When it wis created in
1047, the CIA “was intended
' to produce national intelli-
gence estimates independ-
ent of policy biases and to
provide direction over the
other inteliigence organiza-
. tiong to minimize duplica-
tion of efforts,” the report
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‘came the

said. However, “within two
vears of its creation the CL\
assumed functions very dif-
ferent from its principal
mission, becoming a compet-
ing producer of current in-

" telligence and a covert oper-

atiopnal instrument in the
American cold war often-
sive,” it said.

During the 19505 under
Allen Dulles the CI:\ spent
more than half its anpual
budget on covert operations
azainst -what policymakers
believed was a worldwide
Soviet threat, according to
the report.

Extreme scerecy affected
the quality of intelligence
since analysts were denied
access to raw data collected
by undercover agents in the
field, according lo the re-
port. '

Puriny the 1960s,
“paramilitary vperations be-
dominant CIA
clandestine activity” with
the agency waging secret
wars in Cuba, Laos and Vi
etham, it said. Spending on
clandestine projects -contin-
ved -to consume more than
half the agency budget. it
added. L

Covert Operations Dominant
At CIA, Senate Unit Reports

The nunber of corert op-
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erations bhesan to decline
near the end of the 1960s, °

partly as a resuit of the ex-
posure by Ramparts maza.
zine of CIA funding oi stu-
dent groups and private
foundations. the report said.
The decline continued into
the 1970s as U.S. policy to-
ward Russis chanzed from
confrontativn tu detente, ac-
cording to the report.




